
COMMISSIONERS COURT RULES OF PROCEDURE, CONDUCT,

AND DECORUM FOR MEETINGS OF THE ECTOR COUNTY

COMMMISSIONERS COURT

The Ector County Commissioners Court ("Court") adopts the fottowing rules of decorum to
govern regutar and speciaI meetings of the Court. The intent of these rutes is to ensure the

safety of the pubtic, staff, and members of the Court, and to maximize citizen participation,

whil,e efficientty receiving pubtic input, and maintaining respectfuI decorum during each

meeting.

As used in these rules, the term "County Judge" refers to the County Judge when acting as

the presiding officer of the Court, or to the member of the Court who serves as the presiding

officer in the absence of the County ludge.

Rules of Procedure

1) Att regutar, special, emergency, and executive meetings of the Ector County

Commissions Court, wil.t be catted and conducted in accordance with the
provisions of the Texas Open Meetings Act, Chapter 551 of the Texas Government

Code.

2) Regutar, Speciat, and Emergency Meetings of the Ector County Commissioners

Court are open to the pubtic and to representatives of the press and media. Ctosed

(Executive) session meetings are not open to the pubtic, press, or media. Onty those

individual,s requested or ordered to be present may attend a ctosed meeting.

3) The County Judge is the presiding officer of Ector County Commissioners Court and

is a futty participating member thereof. ln the event of the absence of the County

Judge, the senior member of Commissioners Court (totat number of years as an

etected member of the Court) present at any meeting of the Court shatl serve as

Judge Pro-Tem. However, nothing herein shat[ prevent the senior member of the

Court from detegating this duty to another member of the Court.

4) The County Judge (or the designated Judge Pro-Tem of the Commissioners Court),
as presiding officer of Commissioners Court, is responsibte for conducting a[[
meetings.

5) Detiberations by Commissioners Court are [imited to the matters Listed on the
posted agenda. The members of Commissioners Court may not discuss matters



raised during the "PubLic Comment" period except as attowed by Government Code

551.O42.

6) ln order for a matter to appear on the Court's agenda, a request from the publ.ic

must be approved by at least one Commissioner or the County Judge. The request

must be submitted to the Commissioner or County Judge no later than 12:00 p.m.

(noon) on the Monday prior to the Tuesday preceding the next regutar or speciaI

meeting of Commissioners Court. The Commissioner or CountyJudge must submit

the request by 12:00 p.m. (noon) on the Tuesday immediatety precedin$ the next

regul,ar or speciaI meeting of Commissioners Court. These dead[ines are necessary

for the Court to compty with 5551.043 of the Texas Government Code.

7) The Business of Ector County is conducted by and between the members of the

Commissioners Court and by members of the Ector County staff, etected officiats,

department heads, consuttants, experts and/or members of the pubtic requested to

be present to participate. The pubtic's participation is [imited to that of an observer

and may onty speak upon fitting out a pubtic participation form.

Pubtic Participation

During the meetings of the Commissioners Court, members of the pubtic sha[[ have an

opportunity to address the Court in a generat publ,ic comment session on any subject

matter. At att meetings of the Commissioners Court, members of the publ,ic who desire to

address the Court regarding an item on the agenda shatl, be a[towed to do so before or

during the Court's consideration of the item. Members of the pubtic may address the

Court once they are verbatl,y recognized by the County Judge or, in the absence of the

County Judge, the presiding officer. The County Judge wit[ recognize a potentiaI speaker

before a Court vote is taken on an agendized item or, for a matter not agendized for action,

during the pubtic comment period. Each member of the publ.ic who appears before

Commissioners Court shatt state his/her name for the record of the Court.

Time Limits

The speaking time timit is up to three (3) minutes per speaker whether the speaker is

discussing an item on the posted agenda or during the pubtic comment portion of

Court. At the discretion of the County Judge, this time [imit can be reduced for the

purpose of efficiency based on the totaI number of pubtic commenters on a

particutar topic. ln making such adjustments to speaker time limits, the County

Judge shal,t act in a reasonabl.e and non-discriminatory manner. lf an adjustment is
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made to speaker time [imits, such adjustment shaLt be appl.ied equatty to atl.

speakers on a particutar topic regardtess of the position taken by the speaker on the

topic. The County Cterk, serving as Cterk of the Court, or another person designated

by the County Judge shatl keep the time for at[ speakers.

lf a person is addressing the Commissioners Court through a transtator, the

speaking time timit is up to six (6) minutes and can be reduced for the purpose of

efficiency based on the total number of pubtic commentators on a particutar topic

in a simitar manner apptied equa[ty as above. The maximum time inctudes the time

the translator is transtating for the Court.

At the conctusion of the speaker's time, the County Cterk or other person

designated by the County Judge shat[ verbatLy inform the speaker that the time has

conctuded or sound abuzzer, atarm, or other audibl,e device to signal, the

conctusion of the speaker's time.

Public Comment Forms

Any person wishing to address the Commissioners Court at a regutar or speciat meeting

must comptete and sign a pubtic comment form tocated at the tabte by the door and

submit the completed form to the basket by the County Cterk on the dais. Onl,y those who

have property submitted a form shal.l, be catted on to address the Court. Failure to property

comptete and submit a form witl resutt in the individual, not being recognized or attowed to

address the Court. No one witt be altowed to address the Court on an agenda item after the

item has been voted on bythe Court untess the Court itsetf brings the item back before the

Court.

A member of the pubtic who does not wish to speak may instead fil,e a pubtic comment

form in the County Commissioner's Office during norma[ county business hours no later

than 5 pm the day before the commencement of the regutar or special Commissioners

Court meeting. Forms witl. be availabte at the County Commissioners Office located at the

Ector County Annex Buitding at the above address. The County Judge or presiding officer

witl not read the comments in open Court, but the comments witl, be fil.ed into the Court

record. The County Commissioners office is located at the fottowing address:

Co u nty Commissioners Offi c e s
1010 E.8'n St, Sfe. 500
Odessa, Texas79761
Phone: (432) 498-4000
Sa ma ntha.wh i rtey@ectorcou ntytx.gov
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G u i d e Ii n es for Speakers

. Speaker order may be on a first-come, first-served basis (using the date and time

the pubtic comment form is received). However, speaker order is whol,l.y up to the

discretion of the County Judge.

. Speakers wit[ be catted to speak by the County Judge or presiding officer.

. A member of the pubtic addressing the Court during regutar and special meetings

shatt do so onty from the podium untess permission is given by the County Judge to

address the Court from a different location.

Before addressing the Court, speakers may be asked their name, address or

Commissioner precinct number, and the agenda item that theywil.t be addressing, if

any.

Speakers shat[ stop speaking when the altocated time to speak has expired.

The County Judge maintains the right to interrupt and/or excuse a speaker when the

al,tocated time has expired, if the speaker otherwise viotates these guidetines, or for

any other matter at the discretion of the County Judge. lf a speaker continues to

speak after being interrupted or excused, the behavior may be deemed a disruption

of the meeting and may resutt in a Contempt of Court charge being pursued.
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Public Comment on Non-Agenda ltems

During non-agenda items, pubtic comments may not be addressed to staff or other

members of the publ,ic; however, the Court may ask staff to review an issue. Members of

the Court cannot respond to publ.ic comments on a non-agendized item except as

permitted byTexas Government Code Section 551.042.

GeneraI Rutes of Decorum

Everyone attending a regutar or special meeting of Commissioners Court must adhere to

these generat rutes of decorum, so each meeting is conducted in a timel,y and orderty

manner.

Members of the Pubtic are expected to conduct themsetves with proper respect and

decorum when speaking and participating in pubtic discussions.

Proper attire is mandatory in the Courtroom. Members of the Publ,ic who are

inappropriatel,y attired, and/or who do not conduct themselves in an orderty and

appropriate manner wil,l. be ordered to leave the meeting. Refusat to abide by the
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Court's Order and/or continued disruption of the meeting witl resu[t in further action

which may result in a Contempt of Court charge being pursued.

Prohibited Behavior

. PersonaI attacks, impertinent, profane, obscene, or slanderous remarks.

. Threatening, disruptive, or unruty behavior.

Disruptive remarks (inctuding speaking out or yetting from the audience and without

fitting out a form or being cal.l.ed on by the County Judge) or actions of approvaI or

disapprovaI from the audience, such as feet stomping, snapping, whistting, yeLting,

ctapping, verbaI affirmation or rejection, or simitar distractions, except that orderty

cl,apping during the Proctamations, Resotutions, and Presentations section of the

agenda is permissible.

Speaking to, interrupting, or distracting the County Cterk white she is recording the

meeting

Speaking to, lnterrupting, or Distracting the Department Heads, County Emptoyees,

Etected Officiats, or members of the Court during a meeting.

Approaching the box in which the Department Heads and Elected Official.s are

located during a meeting, untess by invitation of a member of the Commissioners

Court or one of the Department Heads of Etected Officiats.

Approaching the dais on which the members of the Commissioners Court sit

beyond the speaker's podium or to the immediate left or right of the podium, untess

by the invitation of a member of the Commissioners Court or to approach the side of

the dais where the County Cterk is located to ptace a speaker form in the basket.
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Wearing or disptaying signs, ftags, banners, props, ptacards, or simitar items [arger

than 8 Vzby 11 inches. This inctudes items that can be ittuminated or be attached to

any pote, stick, or other device. This does not inctude words or symbols on personal

apparet, such as shirts, hats, and other standard items of cl,othing.

Possessing a Firearm of any kind, location-restricted knife, club, or prohibited

weapon Listed in Section 46.05(a) of the Texas Penal Code in the Commissioners

Court Courtroom in accordance with Section 46.03(aX14) of the Texas Penal Code.

CeIl Phones and Electronic Devices

At[ celtutar phones, etectronic devices, or other communication devices are to be on

"sitent" mode at a[[ times white Commissioners Court is in session.



Failure to Gomply

Faiture to compl,ywith any part of the Ector County Commissioners Court Rutes of

Decorum may resutt in sanctions, inctuding but not Limited to, the fotLowing:

o rerT]oVol from the Court by the County Judge or presiding officer;

o t€fi'tporary prohibition from commenting in person during Court;

e c0hc€tlation of a speaker's remaining time;

. a finding of contempt of Commissioners Court pursuant to Texas Local Government

Code Section 81.023 which is punishabte by a fine of not more than twenty-five (25)

dottars or by confinement of not more than twenty-four (24) hours;

. referrat of matter for other civil sanctions and/or criminal charges as may be

authorized under the Constitution and laws of the State of Texas.

Baitiff

The Ector County Sheriff, Constabl,es, or designee shal,t provide Baitiffs at atl, meetings of

the Court. Baitiffs are charged with maintaining order in the courtroom and wil.t remove any

person from the courtroom who has violated the decorum of the Court at the request of the

County Judge.

The Baitiff is permitted to issue criminaI trespass warnings barring entrance to the

premises of the Ector County Annex Buitding during meetings of the Court to members of

the pubtic who have: 1) caused a continuing series of disruptions over a singl.e or muttipte

meetings of the Commissioners Court and have fail,ed to compty with Less restrictive

means of correcting the disruptions; or 2) caused a substantial. and serious disruption of a

Commissioners Court meeting such that Less restrictive means of correcting the disruption

woul,d be futil.e. Any criminat trespass warning notice issued shatt prevent entrance to the

Commissioners Courtroom for a period determined by the Baitiff to be proportionate to the

necessity to stop and remediate any misconduct but shal,t be for no [onger of a period than

one hundred and eighty (180) days per incident that resutts in a criminaI trespass warning.

A member of the pubtic who has been issued a criminaI trespass warning by the Baitiff shatt

have the right to appeat the warning to a third party (preferabl,y a County Court at Law Judge

or Justice of the Peace). Through the appeat, the third party individual, may rescind the

criminat trespass warning, reduce the amount of time for which it is in effect, or [eave the

warning in pl,ace. The Baitiff is a peace officer licensed in the State of Texas and has futl

power and authority to perform the duties and responsibitities of that position inctuding

proceeding with any criminaI charges.



Courtroom Capacity

Members of the pubtic are welcome to attend al.t pubtic portions of Court meetings. ln the

event the courtroom is unabte to accommodate seating for at[ members of the pubtic or

the fire safety capacity of the courtroom is reached, the Baitiff or Ector County Sheriff's

Office may ctose admission to the courtroom. lf admission to the courtroom is ctosed, an

overftow room shatt be made avaitabte where members of the pubtic can view a live video

feed of the meeting as space permits. ln addition, meetings of the Court are pubticty

streamed ontine.

Requests for Accommodations

Persons with disabitities who ptan to attend Court and need accommodations, auxitiary

aids, or services such as interpreters, readers, or large font size are requested to contact

the Ector County Commissioners Office at(432) 498-4000. The request needs to be made

at least forty-eight (48) hours prior to the Commissioners Court meeting. lf the County

receives a request less than forty-eight (48) hours before the Commissioners Court

meeting, the County witt make reasonab[e attempts to provide accommodations.

Contact lnformation

For any questions or ctarifications, ptease contact us at:

Ector Gounty Gommissioners Court
1010 E. 8th st., suite 500
Odessa, Texas 79761
Phone: (4321498-4000
Sa ma ntha.wh i rtey@ectorcou ntytx. gov

These Rutes of Procedure, Conduct, and Decorum for Meetings of the Ector County

Commissioners Court shal,L be effective immediatety upon adoption by the Court and shal.t

remain in futt force and effect until amended or repeated by a majority vote of the

Commissioners.

ADOPTED BY ECTOR COUNTY COMMISSIONERS COURT

On this the day of ,2025.

Dustin Fawcett
CountyJudge
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Mike Gard ne
Commissioner, Precinct #1

antha Russel[
Commissioner, Precinct #3

Attest:

Simmo
Co er, Precinct #2

Bitty Hatt
Commissioner, Precinct #4
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